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communism, from 1918 to 1921, when the com-
munists were destroying the capitalists and the
landlords, was not as severe and its cost in human
life was not as great as in this process of forcing
collectivization.

After the October Revolution, Lenin, in order
to gain the support of the peasantry, came out with
his famous slogan, "Land and peace," and went
about confiscating all land from the nobility and
dividing it among the agrarian population. For
awhile, even though this division of land did not
make the peasant communistic-minded, it did
reconcile him to the new regime. However, the
farmers soon found out that they were not in
ultimate control of the land or even of its products.
There was a joker in this granting of land to the
peasants. Each owned his piece of ground only so
long as he worked on it; he "owned" only such
acreage as he could work, and the state was the
actual owner of all the land in Russia.

In addition the government confiscated a large
part of the peasants* products. Some of the levy
of grain and other produce was for taxes of
various kinds. For the rest the government osten-
sibly paid. But the prices it paid were set arbi-
trarily by itself. And the roubles with which